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EXCAVATIONS 

Anstey, Gynsill Lane (SK 553 082) Matthew Beamish 

Introduction 

On 20th April 1994, Keith Scott notified Leicestershire Museums of the probable 
remains of a brick kiln near the junction of Anstey Lane and Gynsill Lane, exposed 
during topsoil stripping of a slip-road for the A46 Leicester Western Bypass (illus. l). 
Following a site visit by members of Leicestershire Archaeological Unit (LAU), limited 
excavation was undertaken to identify and define any archaeological deposits present. 
The archive and finds are with Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records Service 
(LM) accession number A48. l 994. 

Description 

Well preserved ridge and furrow was present on the site spaced at 9m to 10m centres 
and the natural subsoil was a light brown sandy boulder clay. Brick rubble was 
concentrated in an area measuring 7m by 2m on the east side of the roadline, bounded 
in the east by the baulk, and the west by a linear feature. Hand-cleaning of this 
concentration defined parts of two subrectangular pit cuts both orientated north-south 
(illus.2). Pit 1 was 4.8m long and at least 2.6m wide. Pit 2, situated 0.30m to the west, 
was only partially exposed, but was at least 4.6m long and at least 1.8m wide. Both 
were filled predominantly with crushed and fragmentary brick rubble. Differential 
filling was evident within Pit 1. At its northern and southern ends, the brick rubble 
overlay a layer of black sandy clay. Along the western edge were five rectangular flues 
bearing remnants of brick-capping, orientated east-west, and measuring 0.70-0 .90m 
long and 0.30-0.SOm wide, spaced at 0. 70m centres. Between each of these, the brick 
rubble showed signs of intense scorching and was discoloured from dirty white to red. 

The flues were all linked and, in their final form, were pre-dated by a narrow linear 
feature to the west, which ran off to the south of the kiln. Filling this feature were greyish 
brown and red and pink clays. The latter were found adjacent to some of the flues and look 
to have been turned red or pink by firing. 

The rubble and slag infill of the central flue was excavated, and the resulting slot 
continued across the available width of the pit. The south facing section was drawn. 
The side of the flue and base of the kiln were formed from in situ natural clay, 
hardened by firing. The side of the flue was 0.60m long, 0.30m deep and 0.20m wide, 
and was capped by a discontinuous course of bricks. The floor of the flue was flat, and 
continuous with the base of the kiln. 

The kiln was filled primarily with a layer of black charcoal and ash, never more than 
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1. Anstey brick kiln: location plan. 

0.05m deep, secondarily with a crushed brick layer 0.35m deep and 0.50m wide, and 
thirdly with a crushed brick and clay layer 0.40m deep and 0.70m wide. The excavated 
portion of the kiln was prone to waterlogging. 

Interpretation 

The section recorded shows the true edge of the pit to be consistent with the inner 
edge of the flues as planned; the crushed brick that had spread over the western edge 
of the feature perhaps represents a remnant of the upper levels of the disused feature, 
and indicates that very little truncation had occurred. 

The kiln appears to have been used more than once, as shown by contradiction 
between spatial and stratigraphic relationships between the flues and the linear feature 
which links their western ends. 

The Kiln Products 

Samples of brick were retained from three stratified contexts and surface cleaning. 
Only one complete brick was found, with most samples consisting of fragments which 
provide a cross-section indicating width and depth. Taken together, the samples 
suggest that the kiln products measured 91/4" x 41/4" - 43/s" x 2 1/4"-23/s". Some bricks 
were slightly wider at 43/s" - 4 1/2", but are probably not kiln products. The samples 
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from (9), (4) and (3) were made from an unsorted clay, containing gravel inclusions 
up to 0.06m x 0.04m. The sizes were irregular as was the form of the product. 

The brick from (10) was a flatter and more regular product made with a sandier 
fabric than any of the above. 

The Slag 

Also retained from the site was a sample of slag, samples of the kiln floor, and flue 
wall. A slag sample kindly analysed by Dr G. Morgan of Leicester University showed it 
to be clinker - a mixture of spent fuel and vitrified clay, indicating a firing temperature 
of over 700 - 800°C and possibly up to 1000°C. This would point toward the use of 
coal as the predominant fuel. 

Discussion 

The deposits look to be the remains of clamp kilns, a type of kiln predating later up
draught kilns, and in use up until the 18th and 19th centuries. The dating of bricks 
alone is fraught with difficulty, and is not a developed subject although attempts have 
been made to classify the sizes and establish a chronology (e.g. N .Davey The History of 
Building Materials London 1961) . The dimensions of those retained from the Anstey 
clamps fall within a range from 13th century to late 18th century. The lack of brick 
buildings in the area until the 17th and 18th centuries indicates a later date for the 
kilns. Such kilns would have been sited near to the building under construction. 
Clamp kilns continued in use during the 18th and 19th centuries, being superceded by 
more developed up-draught kilns and later down-draught types. The latter are better 
researched since some superstructure survives in the archaeological record. The 
archaeology recorded would point toward an element of reuse. 

A 17th or 18th century date for the kilns would place them after the medieval ridge 
and furrow. The best evidence for a relationship comes from the contour plan made of 
the ridge and furrow by the road developers, prior to the topsoil strip of the site. This 
clearly shows a flattening of the contours around the location of the kilns, indicating 
that they post-date the ridge and furrow and that some levelling perhaps took place 
prior to construction. The most westerly clamp was clearly post-dated by a linear 
feature which, although aligned with the ridge and furrow, is situated in a position 
presumed to have been occupied by a ridge rather than a furrow. 
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Excavations at Croft Quarry (SP 517 968) Gwilym Hughes and Rebecca Roseff 

Following an evaluation by LAU in 1993 (Cooper 1993), archaeological investigations 
were undertaken prior to proposed development and landscaping of land adjacent to 
the Thurlaston Brook at Croft Quarry, about 11km to the south-west of Leicester 
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(illus. 3 and 4). The fieldwork was undertaken by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit and sponsored by ECC Quarries Limited. 

The site lay at 67m OD and was situated on the west bank of the Thurlaston 
Brook (illus. 4), just upstream of the confluence with the River Soar. The underlying 
geology of the catchments is the Triassic Mercia Mudstone Group overlain by glacial 
boulder clay with associated sand and gravel, while alluvium is mapped on the edge 
of streams. 

The evaluation defined two areas of archaeological potential within the area of the 
proposed development (illus. 3 and 4; Areas 2 and 3). The excavation was undertaken 
in response to the threat to the surviving archaeological and palaeoenvironmental 
deposits in both these areas, with the aims of ascertaining the sequence and date of 
archaeological and alluvial deposits and obtaining information on the environment of 
the area at different periods within the sequence. 

Area 2 

A large stepped trench (illus. 4, Trench F), approximately 70m long and over 3m deep 
was excavated across the flood plain on the south-west bank of the Thurlaston Brook 
in order to examine in more detail the palaeochannel identified during the evaluation. 

The south-east facing section was recorded in detail and all deposits were 
extensively sampled for plant macrofossils, beetle remains and pollen. In addition 
numerous samples were collected for radiocarbon dating. 

The earliest deposit identified in the south-western part of the trench was a grey 
clay, probably a glacial till, 2m to 3m below the present-day surface. This was overlain 
in the south-west end of the trench by a substantial deposit, up to Im thick, of sands, 
gravels and small rounded stones; probably a periglacial, river-lain terrace deposit. The 
north-eastern part of this terrace deposit was cut by a substantial river channel. The 
lower, peaty fills of this palaeochannel suggested a series of smaller channel cuts 2m 
below the present ground surface. The early waterlogged deposits at the bottom of the 
palaeochannel were overlain by substantial deposits of alluvium which filled both the 
palaeochannel and covered the associated gravel terrace. 

A single worked flake was sealed by the gravels in the south-eastern end of the 
trench suggesting a palaeolithic date . A struck flake was also recovered from the 
alluvium. Several large mammal bones, two of which were identified as aurochs, were 
recovered from the peat. 

A preliminary examination of the pollen samples from the palaeochannel by James 
Greig indicates that, at the lower level, the contemporary surrounding vegetation was 
undisturbed woodland, probably dating to the Atlantic period. At the middle and 
upper levels there is some sign of human activity in the area with cereals and plantain 
present suggesting a prehistoric date. 

All the environmental samples, excepting those from the glacial till and buried soil 
pre-dating the deposition of the river terrace, were highly organic with visible plant 
material present. Good plant and insect preservation is likely. The full analysis of the 
pollen and environmental samples is currently being undertaken by staff based at the 
University of Birmingham. The integrated analysis of this material represents an 
important opportunity within this region to look at environmental change and human 
impact on the landscape. 

Two further trenches were excavated across the floodplain in the southern part of 
Area 2 (illus. 4, Trenches E and G) forming an interrupted transect 100m long and 
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approximately Sm wide. The palaeochannel was again identified, but only at the 
extreme north-east end of Trench G. 

Trench H (illus. 5) to the south-east was excavated to help define the nature, extent 
and date range of the flint scatter and associated features recorded in Trenches 1-4 of 
the evaluation (Cooper 1993). These potential deposits were threatened by a proposed 
water feature which would have involved the stripping of a large area of the overlying 
alluvium. 

The trench rapidly filled with water soon after the removal of the upper deposits. 
Despite the use of water pumps it proved impossible to obtain a full record of the 
numerous archaeological features cutting the gravels. However, a limited programme 
of sample excavation was achieved and some indication of their character and date was 
obtained. Traces of two curvilinear features (FlO and Fl3, illus. 5) were recorded in 
the central area of the trench. Small sections were excavated to a depth of between 
O.lm and 0.2m through both features. Due to severe waterlogging these sections could 
not be fully excavated. Both features were approximately 0.3m wide and were filled 
with dark grey/brown clayey silt and occasional small stones and flecks of charcoal. 
Several other small pit-like features were also sample excavated (Fl2 and Fl4-Fl6). 
Again they could not be fully excavated because of waterlogging. However, two were 
at least 0.35m deep (Fll and Fl2) and all contained dark grey/brown silty fills with 
varying amounts of charcoal flecks. Three of the features contained struck flint flakes 
(four from Fl 1, two from Fl4 and two from Fl6) . A larger assemblage of flintwork 
was obtained from this area during the evaluation and was thought to be Mesolithic or 
Neolithic in date (Cooper 1993). 

Unfortunately, further attempts to clean the gravels and clarify the plan of the 
unexcavated features proved impossible due to flooding . Consequently, any 
interpretation of the results has to be very tentative. However, the two curvilinear 
features, FlO and Fl3 did give the impression that they may have formed complete 
rings, 6.5m and 7.5m across respectively, suggesting that they may have been palisade 
gullies associated with post-ring roundhouses. The other features may have been small 
pits associated with a small settlement. The presence and suggested date range of the 
flint and the complete absence of any pottery or other later artefacts suggests that this 
possible settlement is early prehistoric in date, probably Mesolithic or Neolithic. 

Arrangements have now been made for the preservation in situ of the area of the 
potential early prehistoric settlement. 

Area 3 (lllus. 2) 

An area totalling 2,700 square metres was excavated (Trench A) in the area where 
archaeological features were located during the evaluation. The topsoil and the 
underlying sandy silt was removed by machine. Sample areas of the underlying gravels 
were cleaned manually in order to facilitate the definition of archaeological features. 

Only two linear ditch-type features (illus. 6: Fl/3 and F2) were clearly of 
archaeological origin. Both were orientated approximately south-east to north-west 
and sealed by alluvial deposits . The southern ditch (Fl/3), which corresponded with 
features examined in Trenches 28 and 30 of the evaluation (F257/F280), was up to 
lm wide and between 0.25 and 0.4m deep with a U-shaped profile. The northern 
ditch had a similar alignment but was slightly curved corresponding with features 
examined in Trenches 29, 30 and 32 of the evaluation (F251, F262 and F275). This 
ditch also had a U-shaped profile and varied between 0.65m wide and 0.25m deep at 
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its south-eastern end and 0.4m wide and 0.2m deep at its north-western end. Both 
features were filled with a dark brown, silty sand with some clay although the fill of the 
southern feature (Fl/F3) was rather stonier. 

The overlying topsoil was a ploughsoil, about 0.5m in depth with a clear B horizon. 
The clear development of the B horizon, a process which generally takes several 
hundred years, suggests the features to be prehistoric or Romano-British in age. 
Traces of ridge and furrow were visible, both on the surface and in the section, within 
the southern and western areas of the trench. 

The only finds were three flint flakes and a sherd of undiagnostic, abraded pottery 
(which could be Iron Age or Romano-British in date) from the southern feature (Fl/F3) 
and a single struck flake from the northern feature (F2). In addition, several flint flakes 
and fragments of medieval and post medieval pottery were recovered from the topsoil. 

Discussion 

It seems likely that the two features in Area 3, Trench A, form part of a late 
prehistoric/Romano-British field system perhaps associated with the seasonal grazing 
of the floodplain meadows by domestic stock from a nearby settlement. The potential 
of the archaeology in Area 3 to yield further information regarding age and function is 
limited. However, the information obtained from the excavation complements other 
work undertaken on the nature of late prehistoric and Roman settlement in the area, 
such as at Grove farm, Enderby (Clay 1992) . Further study should also clarify the 
relationship between the archaeological activity, the sequence of alluviation and other 
post-depositional processes. This will complement the results from Area 2. 

The archaeology in Area 2 was of a different nature . If the interpretation of 
Mesolithic or Neolithic settlement in Trench H is correct, given the extreme rarity of 
known settlement sites from these periods, the site is of considerable regional if not 
national importance. Although the excavation of this site was limited, analyses of the 
data should at least confirm the date of the site, while the stratigraphic record should 
date the onset of alluviation. 

The detailed stratigraphic record that was obtained from trenches E, F and G has 
the potential for providing new and highly valuable information for the archaeological 
and quaternary science disciplines, in regional and even national terms. It will further 
complement work carried out by other workers in the region (e.g. Brown and Keough 
1992, Rice 1981). These trenches also yielded good environmental data covering, 
possibly, much of the Holocene period. The potential of this information is very high. 
Very little pollen, insect, plant and sedimentary work has been done in the region and 
consequently, little is known of the late-glacial or post-glacial environment. In 
particular, the opportunity to examine, record and sample long sections across a river 
valley and to carry out a detailed integrated study, do not often occur. When they do, 
such studies can provide a huge amount of information on the local environment and 
the wider catchment (see for example Passmore et al 1992, Richards et al 1987). It is 
essential to record long sections in detail before sampling, in order to understand the 
age of deposits and the processes leading to river and valley change (see for example 
Macklin et al 1992 Fig 12.6). Trench F at Croft, across the width of the valley and 
through a palaeochannel, provided this opportunity. The analysis of the sequence in 
Trench F, together with the environmental samples provides an unparalleled 
opportunity for examining the changing relationship between humans and the 
environment in this part of Leicestershire throughout the prehistoric period. 
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St. Peter's Church, 
Braunstone, Leicester (SK 555 029) Jeannette Wells and Richard Buckley 

Introduction 

An archaeological evaluation and limited excavation was carried out by LAU at St. 
Peter's Church, Braunstone, Leicester between May 16th and June 6th 1994 in 
advance of proposed floor replacement and drainage works. The work was supervised 
by Jeannette M. Wells, managed by Richard Buckley and funded by the Parish. Site 
records, archive report and finds are with LM (A66. l 994). 

The archaeological work was necessitated by a scheme of repairs in 1994 involving 
the complete replacement of the suspended timber floor of the nave due to the 
presence of dry rot. The nave and chancel floors had been replaced in 1885 with floors 
at a higher level, in an attempt to cure the problem of damp arising from higher 
ground levels outside. By the 19th century, centuries of burial in the graveyard had 
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caused the external ground levels to rise some 0.37m above the internal floor. The 
chancel floor was simply made up in height and tiled, whilst the nave was furnished 
with a combination of solid and timber flooring. 

Results 

The repair work included the lowering of the small blocks of solid flooring by about 
0 .37m, and at the east end of the nave, evidence for a sequence of earlier mortar floors 
was uncovered. Each floor consisted of a layer of beaten earth covered with a skim of 
mortar; these were clearly replaced on a number of occasions resulting in a series of 
alternating layers of mortar and soil. Although excavation work did not proceed 
beyond the depth necessary for the replacement flooring, limited examination of an 
adjacent grave cut provided a view of this sequence to a depth of approximately 
0.15m. A similar sequence was encountered during excavations inside All Saints 
Church, Lubenham, Leicestershire in 1990 (Wells et al 1990, pp.5-12). The mortar 
floors were succeeded by silty clay and sandy loam spreads which probably represent 
make-ups for later medieval floors, although no evidence for the nature of these 
survived. There was no detectable relationship between the floors and the 15th century 
rood screen dividing the nave and chancel. The base of the screen probably survived 
into the 18th century as it was respected by a tiled floor uncovered in the chancel (see 
below), but was modified in 1885 to bring it level with the new raised floors . Dating of 
the floor sequence was not possible due to an absence of finds, but it probably falls 
within the period between the 13th and 16th centuries. 

Later features recorded in the nave included fragments of probable 18th century 
floors composed of unglazed clay tiles ranging from O .12 - 0 . l 6m square, and a 
brickwork footing for a lectern. The chancel floor was not affected to any extent by the 
proposed works so it was not possible to examine the flooring sequence. A small area 
of concrete was, however, removed by the contractors adjacent to the north wall 
revealing an earlier floor composed of unglazed clay tiles 0 .2m square bedded in sand 
and a recumbent tombstone orientated west-east. The floor probably dates to the 18th 
century (Dr. C. Brooke pers. comm.) and was found to respect the tombstone. The 
latter was made of sandstone and measured 2m long by 0. 7m wide at the west end, 
tapering to 0 .62m at the east end and 0.32m thick. The top consisted of two 
longitudinal faces each sloping away from a raised mid point. Carved in relief at the 
west, or head, end of the northern face was part of a cross within a circle. Below this 
was a relief carving of an escutcheon or shield and the vestiges of a possible floral 
design. The southern face was badly worn and bore no design. The stone was slightly 
damaged at the west end. Research revealed a number of references which noted the 
presence of this tombstone in the chancel from as early as 1781 (Throsby 1781; 
Nichols 1811; Greenhill 1958) . The stone is probably in situ and stylistically, the 
design is typical of the 13th century. 

Externally, three small trenches were excavated on the southern and eastern sides of 
the church to evaluate the move the potential impact from the construction of a new 
drain to a maximum depth of 0.9m, on any archaeological remains. The earliest 
evidence encountered consisted of the unbonded granite and sandstone rubble 
foundations of the nave and chancel, presumably of 12th-13th century date. Buttresses 
had been added to this wall at a later date and provided with foundations of a similar 
nature. Although one external evaluation trench, Area 4, was sited at the junction of 
the nave and chancel, no clear evidence emerged for the phasing of the two structures. 
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The footings were sealed in all three trenches by substantial deposits of mid-brown 
sandy clay-loam up to 0.7m deep which constituted the main build-up of soil on the 
south side of the church. These deposits contained a high proportion of mortar flecks, 
mortar fragments and building materials such as ridge tile, floor tile and roofing slate. 
This may suggest dumps following a major phase of demolition and/or construction 
work at the church as yet unlocated, but dated to c. 1475-1550 or later based on the 
presence of a sherd of Cistercian ware posset pot. 
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Excavations at the Great Meeting School Rooms, 
East Bond Street, Leicester (SK 5859 0479). 

Tim Higgins 

A proposed extension to the basement of the Great Meeting School Rooms in East 
Bond Street had been evaluated in 1993 (TLAHS, 68, pp.176) and with the 
commencement of construction, further archaeological work was undertaken between 
June 3rd and June 27th 1994 by LAU under the direction of Tim Higgins. The work, 
funded by the Trustees of the Great Meeting Chapel, consisted of excavating 
archaeological levels threatened by the construction of eight concrete stanchions and a 
cellar. The site lies within the north-east quarter of Roman and medieval Leicester, 
just to the west of the eastern town defences (illus. 7). The site archive and finds are 
with LM (A98.1993). 

The archaeological levels (illus.8) 

Area 1 (trenches A to D) 

All features had, to some extent, been truncated by the existing Victorian cellar. With 
the exception of D, all trenches contained a sandy-silt spread between 0.06m and 
0.20m thick, dated by Roman pottery to the mid 2nd century to early 3rd century. In 
trench A, part of a sub-circular post-hole or small pit (110) was excavated. It 
contained one Roman pottery sherd and fragments of oyster shell. The north side of a 
partially exposed granite foundation (105) was excavated. It was orientated from west 
to east and 2nd century Roman pottery was found associated with it. In trench B a 
small vertical-sided circular feature ( 115) had a sandy clay fill which contained Roman 
pottery. Trench C contained the end of a shallow linear feature (117) running west to 
east into the baulk. Its sandy-silt fill contained no finds. Trench D contained a 
truncated medieval pit (120) which was 1.40m deep and contained medieval pottery 
dated to the late 12th or early 13th century. 
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Area 2 (includes trenches E, F, G) 

This area was covered by a major deposit of medieval and post-medieval garden soil 
(139) up to a maximum of 2.12m thick, which when removed, exposed a spread of 
Roman features. In the centre of the area was a wall, orientated north-south and butt
ended at the south, which effectively divided the area in two. The wall, of probable 
Roman date, was robbed in the late 15th to early 16th century. The site lies on a 
natural slope where the ground falls away eastwards to a lower level in the Churchgate 
area and this slope is reflected in the topography of the surviving archaeological levels 
here. Thus to the east of the central wall was a build up of silty spreads whereas to the 
west, on the same level there was a natural gravel where only features cutting through 
it had survived. 

To the east of the wall, two silty spreads (127 and 128) up to 0.78m thick were 
examined, and were dated by associated pottery to the late 2nd to early 3rd centuries. 
In trench E, a fragment of a vertically-sided semi-circular feature (145) and a modem 
post-hole (141) were located. 

On the west side of area 2, several features were found to be cutting natural sands 
and gravels exposed after the removal of the garden soil (139). A large near circular pit 
(138), had vertical sides and a flat base and was filled with sandy-silt containing 
pottery of the late 1 st to early 3rd century. To the south was part of a possible gully or 
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truncated ditch (137) orientated north to south. It was 0.25m deep and had a sandy
silt fill which contained a single sherd of Roman pottery. To the east of this was a 
group of small features comprising a shallow, irregular sided, subcircular feature 
(135), three small post-holes (147-9), and an irregular indeterminate feature of no 
obvious function or date ( 150). Further north was a tmncated sandy silt spread, 
context 131, which was a maximum of0.28m thick. 

Summary 

Roman occupation of the 2nd to early 3rd centuries was present in the form of silty 
sandy spreads which contained quantities of Roman pottery and oyster shell. These 
probably represent the remnants of make-up spreads or cultivation deposits, the 
former being the most likely in view of the fact that Roman buildings are known to 
have been quite widespread in this area. The spreads survived to a greater depth in the 
east, which may suggest terracing in the Roman period, although the absence of floor 
levels precludes any more definite conclusions. The Roman levels on this site, albeit 
fragmentary, reflect the common pattern seen elsewhere in this area of early timber 
buildings replaced by more substantial stone buildings in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

The robber trench and 12th/13th century pit represent rather less dense than usual 
medieval activity, but in common with most sites excavated within the north-east 
quarter of medieval Leicester, substantial deposits of medieval and post-medieval 
garden soil were encountered, indicative of intensive cultivation over a long period. 

New Bond Street, Leicester: 
the Shires Churchgate Extension (SK 5869 0463) Tim Higgins and John Lucas 

Introduction 

On December 28th 1993 construction of an extension to the Shires shopping centre 
commenced, providing a link from the existing building across New Bond Street to 
Churchgate. This area lies within the town walls of Roman and medieval Leicester, 
just to the north of the East Gate and close to the eastern defences, in the north-east 
quarter of the historic town. Unfortunately, massive disturbances left only a small area 
below New Bond Street where some archaeological levels could have survived and 
these were subsequently investigated. The work was undertaken between December 
28th 1993 and February 8th 1994, and between the 21 st March and the 8th April 
1994, under the direction of Tim Higgins for the LAU with funding from Shires 
(Leicester) Limited. The finds and archive are with LM (A320. l 993). 

The work consisted of monitoring the construction of new services (trenches 1 and 
2), the full excavation of archaeological levels under New Bond Street itself (trench 4), 
in an area which measured 16.5m by 1.75m, and the examination of stanchion holes 
excavated through the cellar floors of New Bond Street properties (trench 3). 

The Site by Phase 

The Roman Levels 

Phase 1.1 Cultivation horizons formed a sand spread, up to 0.27m thick, sealing the 
natural ground and probably representing both Iron Age and early Roman field soil. 
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Phase 2.1 All features of this phase were dated to within the range of late I st to early 
2nd century and comprised a possible beam slot from an early timber building and 
three pits, whose primary functions may have been small scale marl or gravel 
extraction. 

Phase 2.2 Two probable make-up spreads were identified, but the limited extent of 
excavations here prevented the association of such spreads with specific activities. 

Phase 2.3 A further beam slot and a series of make-up spreads was identified. 

Phase 2.4 A pit and patchy sandy make-up spreads were identified. 

Phase 3.1 A later sequence, dated to the mid 2nd to early 3rd century consisted of a 
further three pits and another beam slot. 

Phase 3.2 Within the same date range was another sequence of possible make-up 
spreads. 

Phase 3.3 Again, within the same date range were two beam slots and two pits. 

Phase 4.1 The last two Roman phases were both dated to within the range of the late 
2nd to early 3rd centuries and this phase was made up of a single very large pit. 

Phase 4.2 The final Roman phase identified consisted of a make-up spread. 

Discussion of the Roman Levels 

Despite the fragmentary nature of the archaeological deposits, some meaning can be 
given to them in the light of other excavations in this area. 

The Iron Age settlement lay 500 metres to the west by the river and in that period 
this area was probably under cultivation and remained so until the town expanded 
rapidly in the 60s and 70s AD. Thus the earliest levels identified here sealing the natural 
ground are possibly the remnants of the field soil (phase 1.1). 

The site lies only Sm to the west of the tail of the rampart of the eastern town 
defences and 30m to the north of the east gate. The sequence of timber buildings with 
associated make-ups of the first and second centuries is the typical of the pattern 
identified throughout this area of the Roman town. The more substantial stone or 
stone-founded buildings began to appear after c.120 AD, particularly in the central 
core of the town, but as is reflected by the stone building found in the 1988 Shires 
excavations (Lucas & Buckley 1989, p.105), this change came later in other areas, 
sometimes not until the early 3rd century. The lack of evidence for such buildings on 
this site may be due to later disturbance, proximity to the town defences or simply that 
the site is located in a yard or garden separating buildings. 

The periods of pitting identified here are again quite common within Leicester and 
can be indicative of dereliction between building phases. In this case, the evidence 
seems to suggest sand and gravel quarrying for building purposes rather than rubbish 
disposal. 

The truncation of the Roman levels is again typical of Leicester sites, where usually 
little survives beyond the mid third century, and the next identifiable activities here are 
dated to the 14th century. The continuing absence and destruction of late 3rd and 4th 
century Roman levels in Leicester currently leaves this period of the town's history 
open to quite wide speculation. 
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The Medieval Levels 

Phase 5.1 Levels dated approximately to the 14th or 15th century consisted of a 
cobble and pebble surface and make-up, which survived patchily over an area 
measuring 13.30m by 1.65m. This was located below the centre of the present New 
Bond Street and could represent the metalling of the medieval street known as 
Parchment Lane which ran along the same line. This interpretation is supported by 
the sparsity of defined medieval features within the area of the postulated medieval 
road line. 

The Finds 

The finds catalogue is with the site archive and outlined here are two finds of 
particular note. 

Post Roman Pottery: Deborah Sawday 

Of interest, though from an unstratified context, was the presence of the upper half of 
a highly decorated jug (200) (illus. 9.2) from Coventry in the fabric COi, identified by 
J. E. Dickenson of Coventry Museums, as a Coventry Glazed ware, in Broadgate East 
fabric D (Redknap 1985, 66-69) . The clay body is imperfectly oxidised, reddish yellow 
in colour (SYR 6/6 to 6/8), with an occasional grey core. The fabric is unusually coarse 
a. E . Dickenson pers. comm.) with a frequent subrounded quartz temper and rare 
subangular reddish sandstone . The decoration consists of stabbed, combed, and 
punched motifs and applied iron rich clay strips. There is also evidence for slashing on 
either side of the strap handle. The glaze varies in colour from yellowish brown (1 OYR 
5/8) to brownish yellow (IOYR 6/8), and appears to be concentrated in a 'bib' on the 
shoulder of the vessel opposite the handle, which is dowelled into the neck. This is 
only the second vessel positively identified as a Coventry product from Leicester. The 
other (op. cit. 69), in a similar fabric, but with only glaze as decoration, came from the 
site of medieval tenements in Leicester (St Nicholas Circle, Acc. No. A302. l 97 l, 
6770). 

Part of a Potters Marston jug (20 I) (ill us. 9 .1) was found in association with the 
Coventry vessel and two strap handle fragments from another jug in Potters Marston 
(not illustrated). The illustrated pottery has the developed rim similar to that of the 
13th century kiln material from Potters Marston (Haynes 1952, Fig. 2). The evidence 
of the coils used to make the vessel are clearly visible on the inner neck. Interestingly 
the now deserted medieval village of Potters Marston belonged to the Priory of St. 
Mary of Coventry from the Conquest to the dissolution (op. cit. SS) . Neither the 
Coventry Glazed ware or Potters Marston are closely dated. Tripod pitchers in fabric 
D are dated from the mid to late 12th century to the early 13th century at Coventry on 
the basis of their typological association with Oxfordshire pitchers (Redknap 1985, 
69). The dating of the 13th century and earlier Potters Marston ware is also largely 
based on typological considerations, the documentary evidence for the existence of 
potters in the village evidently only relating to the later part of the industry from the 
reign of Henry III (Haynes 1952, 55). 
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'A thirteenth century kiln site at Potters Marston', TLAHS, 28, pp.55-
62 

'The Shires Excavation - an interim report', TLAHS, 63, pp.105-6 

'Twelfth and thirteenth century Coventry wares, with special reference 
to a waster group from the Canon Park Estate (Lychgate Road), 
Coventry', Medieval Ceramics, 9, pp.65-77. 

'The post-Roman pottery' in J.Lucas 'An excavation in the north-east 
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Lockington, Derwent Valley Aqueduct Scheme (SK 467 291) James Meek 

Full scale excavation of a pit complex of possible Bronze Age date was undertaken by 
LAU between 1 st August and 5th October 1994 in advance of the diversion of Severn 
Trent Water's Derwent Valley Aqueduct prior to the construction of the A564 Derby 
Southern Bypass. The work was funded by Severn Trent, managed by Patrick Clay 
and directed by the author. 
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The site lies within an area of a known barrow cemetery of probable Late Neolithic 
- Early Bronze Age date, within the Trent Valley in the north of the county. On the 
aerial photographs taken in the latter half of the 1960s, the site was visible as a 
discontinuous ring cropmark interpreted as a pit circle . An area of approximately 
2,384 sq.m. was investigated and around 150 features recorded including pits and 
post-holes. Far more pits were identified on the site than appeared on the aerial 
photograph. It is at present uncertain as to why some showed as cropmarks whilst 
others did not. A linear feature crossing the site was also recorded and appears to be of 
a later date than the barrow cemetery, possibly dating to the Iron Age. 

Very few finds were recovered from excavated features. One of the pits excavated 
contained cremated bone, the only identifiable piece being that of a pig. Radiocarbon 
dates are to be obtained from charcoal found within two features on the site which 
have also produced very interesting environmental evidence of charred cereal grains of 
some of the earliest species found in the county. Comparison of pottery, flint and 
radiocarbon dates from the excavation with those from a barrow excavated nearby by 
the Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit will be undertaken in order to 
assess the relationship between the two sites. 

The finds and archive are with LM (A133.1994). 

Hales Land, Mountsorrel (SK 578 135) Matthew Beamish 

A mitigation strategy comprising restricted tree planting, and an archaeological 
watching-brief within 'areas of archaeological significance' was established by 
Countryside Planning and Management (consultants to William Davis Ltd) as a result 
of an archaeological field evaluation at this site by the Cotswold Archaeological Trust 
in advance of a housing development by William Davis Ltd (Walker 1994) . 

The watching-brief was followed by salvage excavation within and, as expedient, 
beyond the 'areas of archaeological significance' where practicable. This work was 
conducted by LAU during October and November 1994 under the direction of the 
author with funding from William Davis Ltd, in accordance with contingency 
procedures as outlined by the consultants. 

A 35m length of Iron Age ditch was recorded running east-west across part of the 
site where the archaeological evaluation had indicated an absence of archaeological 
deposits. The ditch was sectioned twice, and contained evidence of recutting, and 
post-holes along its length. In the west this ditch turned to the south, just within the 
excavation area. If contemporary with those ditches identified in the evaluation 
trenches, it would form the northern side of a sub-rectangular enclosure measuring 
perhaps 60m by 40m. Internal features in the form of post-holes and linear features 
were recorded within the available area. An excellent assemblage of stratified Iron Age 
pottery was recovered. The evidence from the evaluation and salvage excavation points 
towards a settled enclosure. 

During the evaluation (Walker 1994), a human tibia was recovered from the upper 
filling of a recut Iron Age ditch (which may form the southern run of the enclosure), 
(Walker, Hales Land, Mountsorrel, unpublished evaluation report). 

Abutting the Iron Age enclosure in the north-west was part of an enclosure ditch, 
possibly of the Roman period, which ran 7m north and then turned to the west for 
1 lm to the edge of the area examined. A section was excavated near its corner 
revealing a possible recut, and some abraded Roman pottery. All of the available area 
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enclosed by the ditch was trowel cleaned but no features were present, so 1t 1s not 
possible to suggest a function given the limitations in the data. No part of this 
enclosure lay within the 'area of archaeological interest'. 

The finds and archive for the watching-brief and salvage excavation are with LM 
(A279.1993) 
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An archaeological salvage excavation and watching-brief 
at South Street, Oakham Elaine Jones 

In January and February 1994, the Rutland Local History and Record Society 
conducted a salvage excavation and watching-brief on a development at South Street in 
Oakham. Part of a Grubenhaus or sunken-featured building with early Saxon pottery 
possibly of the 5th-6th century was found. A complex of pits and a trench, containing 
redeposited Saxo-Norman Stamford ware and earlier pottery, ran east-west across the 
site. A cess pit containing an 11 th century Stamford ware cooking pot and organic 
matter lay beneath an old stable block. Part of a very large ditch, possibly an early town 
ditch was found running parallel to South Street. Possible prehistoric pits cut into the 
limestone bedrock were barren of finds and therefore judged to be natural features. 

The Grubenhaus is the first archaeological evidence of early Saxon settlement in Oakham. 

EVALUATIONS 

An evaluation in Groby Road, Anstey (SK 541 078) Neil Finn 

Evaluation of the archaeological potential of a field on the south side of Groby Road, 
Anstey, was necessitated by a planning application for the dumping of spoil on the site 
from the A46 Leicester Western Bypass. The evaluation was undertaken by LAU 
between the 5th and 9th of September 1994 under the direction of the author and was 
funded by the road-builders, AMEC-Alfred McAlpine 0V). 

An evaluation carried out in 1993 in the field immediately to the east revealed Iron 
Age and Roman deposits (TLAHS, 68, p.173). A substantial ditch located close to, 
and possibly continuing beyond, the western field boundary indicated the potential for 
survival of Iron Age deposits within the current evaluation area. Thirteen trenches 
were excavated by machine, representing a sample of about 5% of the area of the field . 
Minimal investigation of features was carried out as it was the intention of the 
developer to preserve intact any archaeological deposits encountered. Two trenches 
located along the eastern field boundary, across the projected line of the Iron Age 
ditch identified in the adjacent field, revealed only later ridge and furrow. Although no 
earlier features were encountered, the recovery of Iron Age pottery and struck flint 
from these trenches suggested a strong archaeological potential for the area. Five 
trenches located in the central area of the field provided evidence of both 
archaeological features and artefacts. Two of the trenches contained shallow curving 
gullies, interpreted as the remains of roundhouses, from which Iron Age pottery was 
recovered. Other features included a linear gully, a post-hole and a pit containing a 
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considerable quantity of Iron Age pottery. 
The intensity of both features and artefacts, where found, indicated the presence of 

a substantial Iron Age site. If the Iron Age features located in the adjacent field were 
also part of the settlement then it may have covered an area of up to 3 hectares. 

Finds and archives are with LM (A 136.1994). 

Castle Yard, Leicester (SK 582 041) David Mackie and Richard Buckley 

Proposals for repaving Castle Yard as part of a Leicester City Challenge project 
included excavation to create a formation level at a depth of c.0.475m below the 
existing tarmac. The site lies inside the Roman town walls and within the bailey of 
Leicester Castle. A watching-brief carried out on repaving works in the southern part 
of Castle View by Richard Knox (below p.00), had indicated that archaeological levels 
were present at a depth of0.12m below the present ground surface. For this reason, a 
phased scheme of archaeological evaluation was undertaken in 1994 by LAU in four 
main zones (illus. l 0) to identify the impact of the proposed ground works on any 
surviving archaeological levels . Subsequently, limited excavation of deposits to be 
affected was carried out in some areas. Elsewhere, it proved possible to reduce the 
proposed formation level to ensure preservation. Zones 1-3 were examined between 
March 11 th and May 6th under the direction of David Mackie and zone 4 between 
November 21st and 25th under the direction of Paul Atkins. The work was financed 
by Leicestershire County Council, Department of Planning and Transportation. The 
site archive and finds are with LM (A39 .1994) . 

Results 

Zone 1 

Removal of the overburden exposed archaeological levels cut by 19th and 20th 
century service trenches. A fragment of wall of unknown date was revealed in the 
southern part of the zone, comprising rough granite stones in a large quantity of 
mortar 0 .43m below the present ground surface. The removal of overlying mixed 
levels exposed voids along its eastern edge from which stone had been robbed, 
suggesting that this may represent a rubble core to a coursed stone facing. 

To the north and south of this structure four burials cutting a dark brown silty 
loam were found, ranging in depth from 0.41m to 0.48m below the present ground 
surface. Three burials were of children, two of which were in coffins, the fourth burial 
was not excavated. There was no definite evidence to date the burials, which were all 
approximately aligned west-east. In addition, a quantity of human bones from 
disturbed burials was observed across the southern part of the zone, including a 
fragment of stone coffin, which formed part of a compact make up level. 

The archaeological levels exposed at the northern end of the zone included a 
number of dark brown clay silty loams . Extensive spreads of crushed sandstone 
fragments probably represent debris derived from sandstone dressing during the 
construction of masonry buildings. Overlying these deposits and limited to the 
eastern side of the zone, was a series of compact rubble spreads which were cut by 
nine post-holes. Dating evidence retrieved from these features suggests an early 19th 
century date. The removal of one crushed sandstone spread partly exposed a footing 
of unknown date composed of unbonded granite blocks, 0.40m below the present 
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ground level. Both the granite footing and the overlying layer had been cut by a 
modem gas main. 

Zone 2 

A partly robbed fragment of wall of unknown date was revealed 0.40m below the 
present ground level, comprising mortar-bonded granite stones. This structure was 
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sealed by a dark brown silty loam similar to the deposit observed in the southern half 
of zone 1, which had been cut by a linear feature to the east (which was not excavated) 
and a stone-lined drain to the south. This structure followed the existing slope 
draining from west to east and was 0.50m wide and c.6m in length. The lining 
comprised mortared random coursed granite blocks constructed on a slate and granite 
base, which formed a central channel c.0.32m wide and 0.34m in depth, capped with 
irregular-shaped slates. Pottery from the backfill of this drain suggests that it was 
disused by the post-medieval period. 

The drain was overlain by a demolition deposit comprising crushed sandstone, 
mortar and slate fragments cut by a rectangular pit which contained post- medieval 
material. Evidence for a burial aligned west-east was exposed in the section of this pit 
0.42m below present ground level, although no grave cut was seen prior to excavation. 
A quantity of human bones from disturbed burials was recovered from the eastern part 
of this zone. 

The western part of the zone was sealed by a series of compact very dark grey clay 
silts containing abundant charcoal and crushed brick fragments, cut by modem service 
trenches. Two small areas of this deposit were removed which exposed an earlier yard 
surface, comprising pitched irregular-shaped granite stones, extensively disturbed by 
post-medieval pitting activity. Limited excavation beneath the existing brick wall 
which forms the southern boundary of Castle Yard, revealed a substantial mortar
bonded granite foundation. Similar foundations were uncovered during a watching
brief at the western end of this boundary wall when the present toilet block was being 
constructed (Liddle 1986, p .93) . 

Zone 3A 

Overburden was stripped to a revised construction depth of 0.2m across part of zone 3 
and exposed construction levels relating to the present tarmac ground level cut by 
modern and redundant service trenches. The stone and rubble fills of three pits were 
partly revealed above the maximum depth of development, adjacent to the present 
brick facade of Castle Hall. In order to maintain the integrity of these features, modem 
construction levels in excess of 0 .2m were removed within an area 8m by 3m to expose 
surviving archaeological deposits. 

The earliest archaeological deposit recorded in section was a compact very dark grey 
brown clay silt, cut by the foundation of the original east wall of the Great Hall, which 
extended 1.20m east from beneath the present facade, comprising rubble and mortar 
bonded blocks of granite and sandstone . Above this structure, evidence for a later 
construction phase consisting of two deposits sealed by a remnant of mortar floor, 0. 06m 
thick, was recorded. Associated with this mortar floor were fragments of an insubstantial 
wall footing, 0 .40m wide, at right angles to the original east aisle wall of the Hall. 

A robber trench, 0.50m wide, was recorded running parallel with the present facade 
and was partly bounded on its eastern side by an intermittent line of mortar, part of 
the same mortar floor recorded in section. The backfill of this robber trench was 
removed to expose voids in the mortar of the original medieval east wall foundation 
from which stone had been robbed. Surviving remnants of the coursed sandstone 
facing the wall were revealed along the eastern edge of the trench abutted by the 
mortar floor. 

The original medieval wall foundation, mortar floor, wall fragment and robber 
trench were cut by six sub-square pits backfilled with loose rubble and brick of a 19th 
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century date. These might represent scaffold holes which either relate to the 
maintenance or to later alterations of the facade in the 19th ceritury. 

Zone 3B 

Modem overburden was removed to the original construction depth of 0.45m within 
this zone. The earliest archaeological deposit recorded was a crushed sandstone spread 
similar to the one observed at the northern end of zone 1. This had been cut by a butt
ended drain 0.64m wide and 0.70m deep, exposed 0.44m below present ground 
surface. The base of this cut was filled with a number of irregular shaped stones within 
a waterlogged dark brown clay silt. Overlying this was a very dark grey silty clay, sealed 
by a brown silty loam, which contained substantial amounts of animal bone and 
residual Roman building material. A total of 85 pottery sherds dated to the 12th and 
13th centuries was recovered from this cut. 

This feature was cut by part of a building foundation, 2.20m x 2.60m wide 
internally, with walls 0.50m in thickness, comprising irregular shaped granite stones 
partly bonded with clay and mortar. Limited excavation exposed the internal edge of a 
northern return footing directly beneath the boundary wall. No trace of floor levels 
survived. This structure is probably medieval in date as pottery dating to the 12th and 
13th centuries was recovered from the bonding of the foundations. The building or 
room (?) was subsequently demolished and then its northern wall foundation was re
used for a chamfered sandstone plinth, suggesting a later phase of building activity 
prior to the construction of the present boundary wall of Castle House. 

Zone 4 

In this zone, seven lm square trenches were excavated by hand down to the uppermost 
archaeological deposits. The only horizon of note consisted of a compact cobbled 
surface, heavily disturbed by modern intrusions, at 0 .35m-0.44m below the present 
road level. One fragment of pottery dated to c. 1050-1250 AD was recovered from the 
surface. This cobbled layer may represent road metalling, possibly of medieval date. 

Discussion 

In most zones, archaeological deposits were exposed in plan only and not excavated, 
so any conclusions must be regarded as tentative. 

In zone 1, the burials recorded suggest that the graveyard of St. Mary de Castro 
originally extended further to the west. It is assumed that a roadway has existed along 
the line of Castle View at least since the construction of the Turret Gateway in the 
early 15th century, so it is quite possible that the burials are earlier than this. The 
structural remains in this zone were not dateable nor were the crushed sandstone 
spreads, although it is likely that the latter are medieval and relate to the construction 
of the many masonry buildings in Castle Yard. 

The substantial mortar and stone foundation recorded in zone 3A was exposed to a 
very limited extent, but is almost certainly that of the original east wall of the Great 
Hall, built c. 1150. The remnant of mortar floor and insubstantial footing revealed 
adjacent to the southern part of the east wall probably relate to the construction of a 
porch. Receivers' accounts of 1377-8 refer to the construction of a wooden chamber or 
porch over the entrance to the hall and to 'the making of wooden screens', presumably 
to create a screens passage (Fox 1942, p.143). The alignment of the wall footing 
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corresponds with the timber arcade posts inside the hall which mark the northern limit 
of the southernmost bay. This confirms that in the 14th century, the entrance to the 
Great Hall was at the southern end of the east aisle, and that it led into a screens 
passage providing access to the main hall and the service block which originally stood 
to the south (illus. 11). Thompson (1859,29) noted the latter was still standing in 
1715, and was subsequently converted into a coach house and demolished by the late 
18th century. The stone-lined drain uncovered in Zone 2, from its position and 
orientation, may relate to these service buildings. 

Partial robbing of the mortar and stone core of the original east wall of the Great 
Hall probably relates to the construction of the present brick facade in c.1695. It is 
clear that the original Norman east wall was demolished to ground level and reused as 
a footing for the brick wall . In order to preserve the internal dimensions of the hall, 
this narrower brick wall was constructed with its inner face in line with the inner face 
of the original wall. Subsequent sub-square intrusions may represent scaffold holes 
relating to either alterations or later maintenance of the facade during the 19th 
century. 

The building footing revealed in zone 3B probably relates to the adjacent block of 
living apartments and offices, lying to the north but built at right angles to the Hall 
(Fox 1942 p .144). The extensive spreads of crushed sandstone derived from stone 
dressing suggests the presence of masonry buildings. The fragmentary nature of the 
foundations observed in zones 1 and 2 were not exposed over a sufficiently large area 
to assess their extent or to provide an accurate date. They probably relate to the 
remains of other service buildings within the courtyard. 
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An evaluation on the former Goodwin Barsby Site, 
Friday Street, Leicester (SK 5845 0520) 

John Lucas 

Proposals for the redevelopment of the former Goodwin Barsby site to the east of St 
Margaret's Way, between Friday Street, Canning Place and Watling Street, 
necessitated an archaeological evaluation to establish any potential impact on buried 
remains. The work was undertaken by the author for LAU on November 3rd 1994, 
and was funded by the Sowden Group. Four trenches were examined and an average 
of 1.30 metres of overburden was removed down to the natural sand and gravel, but 
no archaeological levels were found. Some of the deposits may be flood-derived as they 
were of a silty nature and the site is close to the river. The loamy nature of much of the 
overburden suggests that this area was under cultivation for long periods of time. 
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An archaeological evaluation on 
Gaul Street, Leicester (SK 0364 5783) 

Paul Atkins 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out by LAU between the 7th and 8th of 
February 1994 on the comer of Gaul Street and Western Road, Leicester, in advance 
of proposed development. Although a Roman cemetery is known to have existed in the 
vicinity, no archaeological discoveries were made. The work was supervised by the 
author and funded by Leicester City Challenge. Records are with LM (A24. l 994). 

Hamilton, Leicester (SK 632 074) Tim Higgins 

In response to plans for further housing development at Hamilton, a fieldwalking 
survey of 57 hectares of predominantly arable land was undertaken by the 
Leicestershire Museums Survey Team. As a result, LAU was commissioned by the 
agents, Mathie Jamie, to carry out a field evaluation of areas of archaeological potential 
indicated by finds scatters. In addition, a study of the current topography was used to 
indicate areas where colluvium build-up might have buried archaeological sites and 
rendered them undetectable by archaeological survey methods such as fieldwalking. 
To the south-west of the area examined, a Roman low-status farmstead was excavated 
by LAU in 1986 and 1988 (TLAHS, 60, pp. 78-80; 62, pp. 72-73). 

A total of 28 trenches was examined by machine, and of these 21 proved to be 
entirely negative. Six flint scatters were examined but only beneath two were any 
archaeological features found. In one trench, two small undated post-holes were found 
and in another, a possible Iron Age ditch. 

Significant archaeological deposits were only found in two groups of trenches at the 
east end of the area investigated. In one area several features were identified in 
adjacent trenches. These consisted of two post-holes, a linear gully, and a small oval 
feature . A fragment of possible Iron Age pottery was found associated with these. Four 
hundred metres to the north a scatter of ditches, gullies and post-holes was found in 
three adjacent trenches, indicating the presence of a settlement site. The pottery 
suggests that this is of Late Iron Age date and the size of the scatter of material found 
in fieldwalking would be consistent with interpretation as a farmstead. 

Colluvial deposits were found in 8 trenches, all in areas previously pinpointed as 
having such potential in the study of current topography. The depth of the build-up 
proved to be quite variable and was clearly influenced by topographic factors . No 
archaeological deposits were identified, however, within or below the colluvium. Finds 
and records are with LM (Al40.1994). 

The Newarke, Leicester (SK 5845 0409) John Lucas 

On 8th September 1994, an archaeological evaluation was undertaken by the author 
for LAU to assess the impact of proposals to create a new public open space to be 
known as Newarke Green. The work was funded by Leicestershire County Council. 
Two machine-cut trenches were excavated to the depth of the proposed disturbance, 
but no archaeological levels were encountered. 
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The Guildhall Graveyard, St Martins West, 
Leicester (SK 5845 0444). 

John Lucas 

In response to development plans proposed by Leicester City Council, LAU 
undertook an archaeological evaluation of the graveyard on the south side of the 
Guildhall in 1993 (TLAHS, 68, p.177). This graveyard, also known as the Western 
Burial Ground, is part of the Cathedral graveyard, and was in use from the late 18th 
century to the mid 19th century. The evaluation was followed by controlled reduction 
of the ground level to the point from which the building work would commence. This 
work was carried out between September 12th and November 11 th 1994 under the 
direction of Graham Jackson and was funded by Leicester City Council. 
Archaeological levels uncovered were recorded and all human bone in the spoil was 
recovered for later reburial. Architectural fragments and grave markers were also 
recovered together with two massive medieval tomb slabs. These proved to have come 
from the cathedral originally and were identified and illustrated by Nichols (1815, 
p.596; figs 9 and 10) . This work also revealed the position of several in situ 
gravestones, so a better idea of the layout of the graveyard was obtained. Work was 
also carried out to verify the results of a Ground Probing Radar survey and a further 
vault was located, bringing the total number identified to eight. The position of two 
lead coffins was also identified. 
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Gores Lane, Market Harborough (SP 873 744) James Meek 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken between 31st January and 4th February 
1994 by LAU within the field adjacent to the comer of Rockingham Road and Gores 
Lane, Market Harborough in advance of proposed housing development . The 
evaluation was funded by the landowners, J.Lyons Ltd. and directed by the author. 
The site lies on the eastern edge of Market Harborough within the flood plain of the 
River Welland. Nearby Saxon finds indicated that the site had some archaeological 
potential, though the evaluation revealed no archaeological deposits save for medieval 
ridge and furrow and the remains of a post.,-medieval barn floor. The finds and archive 
are with LM (A20.1994). 

Measham: Odd House, Field Farm (SP 344 133) James Meek 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken between 28th and 31 st March 1994 by 
LAU within the field at Odd House, Field Farm, Measham prior to opencast coal 
extraction. The evaluation was funded by the Clay Colliery Company Limited and 
directed by the author. The field was to be evaluated due to the presence of a feint 
sub-rectangular cropmark seen in an aerial photograph taken in 1969. The evaluation 
demonstrated no archaeological or obvious geological deposits corresponding with the 
cropmark. The finds and archive are with LM (A42.1994). 
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Kirby Lane, Melton Mowbray (SK 746 176) James Meek 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken between 22nd February and 11 th March 
1994 by LAU within three fields adjacent to the corner of Kirby Lane and Edendale 
Road, Melton Mowbray in advance of proposed housing development by David 
Wilson Homes. The fields lie on the south-western edge of Melton Mowbray, on the 
western valley side of a north flowing tributary of the River Eye. The majority of the 
area evaluated showed no significant archaeological activity, though two areas of 
prehistoric activity were encountered. The evaluation was funded by the landowners 
P and J Hill and directed by the author. 

More trenches were excavated over the areas of prehistoric activity and resistivity 
surveys were undertaken by the Leicestershire Training for Work team in order to help 
define the nature and extent of the deposits. Of the two areas, one produced features 
such as small ditches, gullies and post-holes, the second area revealed similar but fewer 
features though it was dominated by a large ditch. Finds from the two areas included 
prehistoric pottery dating from the Late Iron Age and several pieces of worked flint 
possibly indicating that there was a settlement within the area during the Late Iron 
Age. The finds and archives are with LM (A35 . l 994). 

Melton Mowbray, Thorpe End/Rosebery Avenue (SK 756 191) James Meek 

On May 19th 1994 LAU carried out an evaluation on the car park at the corner of 
Thorpe End and Rosebery Avenue, Melton under the supervision of James Meek and 
Paul Atkins. The work was funded by Farmer & Carlisle Ltd of Belton Rd, 
Loughborough. 

A trench on the north side of the site, 6 metres to the south of the Thorpe End 
street frontage, revealed only the backfill of a modern cellar. A second trench across 
the central to west area of the site identified two archaeological deposits, a linear 
feature, 0.3m wide with a silty clay fill and an irregular feature, 0 .75m across with an 
identical fill . A third trench was excavated at the east end of the site 8 metres from the 
Rosebery Avenue frontage . Four features of archaeological significance, but of 
undefined function were identified, all with fills of silty clay. There is, therefore, 
evidence of surviving, undated archaeological levels to the rear of the 19th and 20th 
century buildings that once fronted Thorpe End. Records are with LM. 

An archaeological evaluation at 
Wood Lane, Mountsorrel (SK 570 150) Susan Ripper 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out in November and December 1994 under 
the direction of the author, in advance of a proposed quarry extension into land to the 
south of Wood Lane, Mountsorrel. Fieldwalking in 1993 had located a flint scatter 
within the development area of predominantly Neolithic - Bronze Age date with some 
possibly earlier material. A geophysical survey over the area of the flint scatter 
identified numerous magnetic anomalies, some of which may have had archaeological 
origins. Six trenches were subsequently investigated to assess the nature, extent and 
quality of any surviving archaeological remains. A variety of cut features was 
encountered in each trench but all appeared to be heavily truncated. Many were 
poorly defined and may have been naturally formed geological erratics within the 
boulder clay substrata. Some features, however, were distinct and included post-holes, 
stake-holes, a ring gully and a possible enclosure ditch. Pits, ditches and other 
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anomalous features were also observed. Five fragments of prehistoric pottery and 
seven flakes of struck flint were also recovered from stratified contexts. 

Although dating is uncertain at present, this site appears to represent settlement 
activity of Bronze Age or earlier date and is therefore of great importance. It may be 
connected with the Late Bronze Age settlement at Buddon Wood 2km to the west. 
The evaluation was funded by Redland Aggregates Ltd and the work was co-ordinated 
by their consultants Tempvs Reparatvm. The finds and archive are deposited with LM 
(Al67 .1994). 

St.Peter's Church, Redmile. (SK 797 355) James Meek 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken between the 19th of April and 4th of 
May 1994 by LAU in advance of the proposed installation of a toilet and drainage 
scheme within St.Peter's Church, Redmile. The evaluation was funded by the 
Restoration Committee of St.Peter's Church and directed by the author. The work 
involved the recording of the unblocking of a doorway in the west wall of the tower, 
the excavation of a small trench alongside this doorway and a second on the northern 
side of the church adjacent to the vestry to determine whether there was any evidence 
of earlier structures. 

The west door of the tower was seen to be an original medieval feature and no 
earlier structures were evident. Bricks found within the blocking were identical to 
those used in the 19th century brick-built vestry on the north side of the church, 
indicating contemporaneity. The trench next to the vestry produced no evidence for an 
earlier structure, but a large number of burials were uncovered which presumably pre
dated it. A large feature was also seen within this trench containing an abundance of 
varied human bones and presumably represents a charnel pit. All burials disturbed 
during the works were collected for reburial within the graveyard. 

The finds and archive are with LM (A52.1994). 

Pontylue Farm, Syston: 
an archaeological evaluation (SK 613 109). Richard Clark 

Archaeological evaluation and resistivity survey were undertaken at Pontylue Farm, 
Syston, between November 21st and December 2nd 1994 in advance ofan application 
for outline planning permission. The evaluation was directed by the author for LAU 
and the survey was carried out by the Leicestershire County Council Training For 
Work Scheme. The work was funded by the landowner, Mr C. Raines. 

Aerial photographs had shown the presence of a possible 'playing-card' shaped 
enclosure, a series of linear cropmarks forming a probable field system and other 
marks of indeterminate type (Pickering and Hartley 1985, p.38). 

A series of evaluation trenches confirmed the presence of a sub-rectangular 
enclosure to the south-east of the site, although it was not possible to determine the 
existence or character of any internal features within it due to the limited area 
examined. However, pits, shallow ditches and gullies were noted in the northernmost 
trench. There was no dating evidence. A complex field system to the west, dated by 
pottery to the Roman period, appeared to overlie the enclosure and was on a different 
alignment, but no direct relationship was observed. Resistivity survey also indicated a 
concentration of activity in this area. 
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It was not possible to ascribe a date to the internal features identified within the 
small area of the enclosure examined and it seems likely that most are contemporary 
with the subsequent field system. Consequently, this may suggest that the enclosure 
was used to contain livestock. 
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St. Mary the Virgin, South Luffenham, Rutland (SK 941 018) James Meek 

A watching-brief was undertaken by the author on 11 th July 1994 for LAU on the 
excavation of drainage trenches around the tower of the church of St. Mary the Virgin. 
The trenches were excavated to the east, west and north of the tower in the areas 
between the buttresses to a depth of 0.3m. No remains were seen of any structure pre
dating the tower and the small amount of soil removed produced no finds. The archive 
is with LM. 

WATCHING-BRIEFS 

Hemington Fields, Lockington-Hemington (SK 462 307) Matthew Beamish 

A watching-brief was maintained throughout the year under a Section 106 agreement 
between Leicestershire County Council and Ennemix Construction Materials Ltd. 
The watching-brief covered a new area of quarrying some 600m to the north-west of 
the site of the medieval bridges (TLAHS, 68, p.153), and was undertaken in 
conjunction with Dr. C.R.Salisbury. 

The work included a boundary survey, contour surveys of field surfaces and 
underlying gravel surfaces following the removal of topsoil and alluvial deposits, and 
the surveying and environmental sampling of palaeochannels prior to gravel extraction. 
The interface between Devensian (glacial) and Flandrian (post-glacial) gravel deposits 
was also recorded. During quarrying, work focused on the recovery, recording and 
dendrochronological sampling of wood from palaeochannels and river gravels. 
Twenty-eight pieces of wood were recovered, including brushwood, bog-oaks, and 
several timbers showing signs of working. No timbers were recorded in situ. 

The finds and archive are with LM (A34.1994). 

Castle View, Leicester (SK 5830 0414) Richard Knox 

On 4th January 1994, Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team 
undertook a watching-brief in Castle View during the excavation of service trenches. 
Evidence for a sandstone wall was recorded below the eastern side of Castle View, 
running parallel with the late medieval western boundary wall of St. Mary de Castro. 
It may represent an earlier boundary or possibly a building. The archive is with LM. 
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A watching-brief at the Haymarket Bus Station, 
Charles Street, Leicester (SK 5885 0478) John Lucas 

The proposals for the new Haymarket bus station in Charles Street, Leicester, 
indicated a threat to underlying archaeological levels from a series of pile caps for a 
new car park ramp. The excavation of these was subsequently monitored on April 
22nd, May 23rd and 24th 1994, by Martin Shore and Paul Atkins for the LAU with 
funding from the developers, Arlington Retail Development Limited. The finds and 
archive are with LM (A 71.1994). 

This site lies to the east of the historic core of Leicester, close to the line of the 
Fosse Way, potentially within the area of both the Roman and medieval suburb. 
Observation of the excavation of thirteen pits, each one metre square, indicated that 
the construction of the Haymarket Shopping Centre had severely damaged the 
underlying levels and only a fragment of a medieval pit survived. This pit survived at a 
depth of 0.66m below modern ground level and had a minimum depth of 0.34m. It 
had a dark loam fill which contained five sherds of residual Roman pottery and two 
sherds of medieval pottery. Traces of post-medieval field soil were also identified. 

The Moat House, Loughborough (SK 525 170) James Meek 

The moated manor house is known to have existed in the medieval period and a 
watching-brief was undertaken by the author for LAU in order to record any 
archaeology uncovered by topsoil stripping associated with the construction of a new 
house and garage. The site was visited on May 16th and July 4th, but on both visits it 
was evident that post-medieval alterations to the house and levelling of the ground had 
obscured and truncated any significant archaeological deposits. The archive is with 
LM. 

Medbourne, Saddlers Cottage (SP 798 929) Richard Pollard and Ian Hind 

The Leicestershire County Council Training for Work team (TFW), supervised by Ian 
Hind and Jon Coward, carried out a watching-brief and limited excavation connected 
with the provision of foundation trenches for a garage. 

Immediately below the topsoil was a modern destruction layer sealing an earlier 
tilled soil which covered destruction debris possibly relating to the demise of the villa 
known to have stood on this site (TLAHS, 63, pp.107-8; 65, p.103). Of a structural 
nature was an apparent wall tumble showing as a scatter of ironstone blocks, with 
some trace of mortaring. Two wall foundations were found which may also relate to 
the Romano-British buildings. A small area of mortar floor was recognised. A midden 
layer containing Romano-British material and thought to be concurrent with the late 
4th to early 5th century use of the these buildings was noted. 

Medieval and later pits had truncated the earlier levels in the southern part of the 
excavated area. One medieval pit contained the head and forelegs of an equine, almost 
certainly a donkey. The landowners, Mr and Mrs Pemberton, kindly permitted a 
rescue excavation to take place in early 1995 to recover the rest of the skeleton, which 
is an extremely rare specimen for the period. Ian Baxter, formerly of the LAU, is 
studying it. Pottery dating from the Iron Age and Saxon periods was also recovered. 
Finds and records are with LM (Al34.1994). 



ARCHAEOLOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 1994 131 

Measham: Clay Colliery opencast Mine, 
Odd House, Field Farm (SK 344 133) James Meek 

Since May 1994, a watching-brief has been undertaken by LAU at the Clay Colliery 
Opencast Coal Mine at Measham. The aim of the brief was to identify any earlier coal 
workings uncovered by the present coal extraction. The work was undertaken by 
Matthew Beamish and the author with funding from the Clay Colliery Company. 

Vertical mine shafts have been encountered throughout the modern extraction to 
depths of around fourteen metres. The quantity of shafts in such a relatively small area 
suggests mining over a long period of time. Many of the shafts contain preserved wood 
which provides evidence for methods used to line them during construction. 
Similarities in the materials and construction methods with some of those found at the 
Lounge Opencast Mine at Coleorton (TLAHS, 67, p.99), imply they may be of a 
similar 15th century date . Samples for dendrochronology were taken from Measham 
though unfortunately the dating has been unsuccessful. Workings within the coal 
seams have been recorded and appear to use the longwall technique of coal extraction, 
again comparable to those seen at the Lounge Opencast Mine. 

The finds and archive are with LM (A42. l 994) . 

SURVEY 

Beaumont Farm, Coleorton (SK 403 173) Matthew Beamish 

Prior to housing development, a targetted contour survey was undertaken by LAU in 
September 1994, in fields behind the farm . The work was funded by David Granger 
Architectural Design. The area was assessed for positive and negative surface features 
which included gullies, mounds, possible terraces and pitting, presumably evidence for 
past mining. These features were subsequently hand-sketched and then delineated and 
profile recorded with an EDM theodolite . The archive is with LM (A135.1994). 

REPORTS OF FIELDWORK Richard Knox 

Ashby de la Zouch (SK 36 18) 
LMAST has found a large scatter of Roman pottery, a tight scatter of Iron Age and/or 
Anglo-Saxon pottery and a huge and very dense scatter of medieval pottery and roof 
tile in three adjacent fields on the line of the proposed Ashby Bypass. The medieval 
scatter almost certainly represents a deserted hamlet. 

Belton (SK 44 18) 
LMAST has found a large and dense scatter of Mesolithic flint during their survey of 
the Grace Dieu estate. The flint included over forty blades and bladelets, several good 
blade cores and four microliths. More mesolithic flint was found radiating from this 
site over the rest of the survey area. 

Belton (SK 43 17) 
LMAST has found a small, light scatter of Roman pottery and a sherd of Iron Age 
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midlands scored ware on a small promontory near Thringstone village. Despite being 
small this scatter almost certainly indicates an occupation site. 

Belton (SK 44 18) 
LMAST has found a light scatter of Roman grey ware and Derbyshire ware during the 
Grace Dieu Survey. Although it is very light it may suggest occupation. 

Belton (SK 44 19) 
LMAST has found another light scatter of Roman pottery which probably indicates an 
occupation site. 

Birstall (SK 59 08) 
Two Late Bronze Age gold bracelets have been found in a private garden. They may 
represent ritual or burial activity in the area. The site was visited by members of 
LMAST after each discovery but no other archaeological material was seen. 

Burbage (SP 44 91) 
Richard Allen has found several Roman brooches and coins and an Anglo-Saxon 
brooch. Follow-up work by the newly formed Hinckley Fieldwork Group has located a 
Roman pottery scatter and a single sherd of Anglo-Saxon pottery. 

Croxton Kerrial (SK 81 28) 
The Melton Fieldwork Group has located a scatter of Roman pottery, flue tile and 
building stone which is likely to represent a Roman villa site. A large flint scatter 
including several finished tools was recorded in the same field. 

Exton (SK 91 12) 
Bill Finbow has found a group of Roman coins, brooches, weights and pottery which 
represents an occupation site. An Iron Age stater has also come from this site. 

Exton (SK 91 11) 
Bill Finbow has found a group of Roman coins, brooches, toilet implements and 
pottery which represents an occupation site. 

Exton (SK 9110) 
Bill Finbow has found two late Iron Age/early Roman brooches and a Roman steelyard 
weight at the site of a 197 4 watching-brief where a hearth was found associated with 
grey ware. 

Exton (SK 93 12) 
Bill Finbow has found a scatter of Roman pottery and several Roman coins indicating 
another occupation site. 

Grimston (SK 68 12) 
The Melton Fieldwork Group has undertaken a watching-brief at Grimston church 
and has found Anglo-Saxon, Saxo-Norman and medieval pottery as well as medieval 
floor tiles and a sword or dagger chape . Burials were found in situ under the 
demolished Saxon north transept. Roman pottery was found close to the north wall 
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of the church. South of the tower a one metre long fragment of worked gritstone was 
recorded lying horizontally. This may be a boundary stone. 

Higham on the Hill (SK 36 95) 
Tony Brown and his evening class have fieldwalked over the site of Lindley DMV 
recovering a quantity of medieval pottery. 

Lutterworth (SP 55 83) 
The Lutterworth Fieldwork Group has found a concentration of flint which includes 
an end scraper, thumbnail scrapers, flakes and cores. 

Misterton (SP 54 83) 
The Lutterworth Fieldwork Group has found a large concentration of flint which 
includes scrapers, knives, flakes and cores. 

Quorn (SK 56 15) 
A Roman occupation site has been recorded by Graham Cripps, Dale Clarke, Alan 
James and Richard Connolly during the construction of a new estate. Over 130 coins, 
14 brooches, a strap-end, a votive axe and a quantity of pottery were recorded. The 
site is on the projected line of a Roman road. One builder reports a paved area several 
feet down on one side of the site. 

Quorn (SK 56 15) 
Another large concentration of Roman material has been recorded by the same group 
of detectorists further down the projected line of the Roman road. This material 
includes 122 coins, several steelyard weights and a single brooch. 

Quorn (SK 55 15) 
Graham Cripps has found fragments of four Roman brooches including the head of a 
3rd/4th century crossbow brooch. 

Quorn 
The above mentioned finds, together with several single finds and the large amounts of 
material from Proctor's Gravel Pits in Barrow upon Soar, appear to represent a Roman 
small town running along the line of a Roman road. 

Thurcaston (SK 55 11) 
Brian Kimberly has found a very large and dense scatter of Roman pottery and tile on 
a site from which he has previously found some Roman metalwork. Several fragments 
of kiln bar were also picked up which would suggest pottery production. 

Witherley (SP 35 98) 
Keith Scott has found Roman tile fragments and large amounts of building stone in a 
trench next to Fenny Drayton church. This presumably represents a high status 
Roman building, possibly a villa. 

Witherley (SP 34 96) 
Keith Scott reports that a local detectorist has found several Roman coins and a 



134 

brooch which suggest an occupation site. 

Wymeswold (SK 61 23) 
Roy McDonnell has reported finding an Anglo-Saxon brooch fragment which may 
represent a burial site. 

Wymeswold (SK 60 24) 
Roy McDonnell has found several Roman brooches spread over a 200 square metre 
area. He has also found a small amount of what appears to be bronze slag. 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

Report of the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit 1994 

The pattern of developer funded work changed again in 1994. Over 30 fieldwork 
projects were undertaken by LAU during the year, 16 of which were watching briefs, 
sometimes combined with evaluation or excavation. The largest excavation project 
undertaken in the county was carried out by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit on behalf of the Highways Agency on part of the Lockington 
barrow cemetery. For various reasons competitive tendering within the county which 
has so far been largely held at bay now seems likely to become the norm. 

The largest excavation undertaken by LAU this year was within the outer bailey of 
Nottingham castle, a project resulting from invitation not competition. 

Nevertheless, although fieldwork within the county has been relatively small scale, 
it has provided much useful and significant information as the reports on pp.97-131 
show. 

Most progress this year has however been made in the realms of post-excavation 
work where a number of reports on major investigations are nearing completion. 
Reports on Causeway Lane, Bonners Lane and Elfed Thomas in Leicester and on the 
sites at Wanlip and Kirby Muxloe on the line of the A46 are all nearing completion 
and the post-excavation analysis has fully justified the resources going into their 
production. 

The report on a number of back-log excavations in west Leicester was published in 
1994. This report, which is mainly concerned with the Iron Age and early Roman 
development of the town, fills a long-felt gap in the story of Leicester's past. 

The report on Oakham, Burley Road is virtually complete, final amendments are 
being incorporated and the report should reach publication during 1995. 

Negotiations on a further c.35 sites were undertaken during 1994, some of which 
resulted in fieldwork in 1995. Negotiations on some projects reach fruition very 
quickly while others may remain on the books for years with an occasional flurry of 
activity before subsiding into a dormant state again. Re-activation is always at the 
behest of the developer and this emphasises the need for a flexible team capable of 
quick response and for project managers who can constantly re-adjust the · work 
programmes. 

Unfortunately it was not possible to stage a full training excavation at the Drayton 
villa this year, nevertheless a programme of trial trenching was undertaken by the 
Training For Work team, supervised by members of the Unit staff. The purpose of this 
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exercise is two-fold, it provides training and experience in excavation for the team and 
also allows some, albeit low key, non-developer funded research to be carried out into 
the archaeology of the county. 

The public face of archaeology in Leicestershire was not neglected in 1994. The 
display in the Medbourne village hall on the archaeology of the area was updated and 
refurbished and a display on the results of the work on the Elfed Thomas site on 
Newarke Street was provided for the foyer of the new building. 

Three issues of the newsletter, Leicestershire Archaeological News were produced 
during the year, providing up to date and entertaining reports of work in progress. 
Subscribers will agree that the high standard set in previous years has been 
maintained. 

Unit staff played a part as usual in the two extravaganzas at the Jewry Wall 
Museum, Medieval Mayhem and Bringing the Past to Life. Additionally the Unit 
organised a day of Beyond the Bones as part of national Science and Engineering 
Technology week. A Day of Leicestershire Archaeology was held at the Museum and Art 
Gallery, New Walk in February. This has become an annual event providing a round
up of the previous year's work and continues to be well attended by members of the 
Society and others. Indeed in 1994 the Unit repeated the performance by popular 
request for the Loughborough Society in November. 

Unit staff also provided two series of evening classes during the year, on Archaeology 
in Leicestershire, one for the Leicester College of Education and one at Barrow on Soar 
as well as providing an extensive range of talks and lectures to a wide variety of 
different groups and societies and presenting Leicestershire's archaeology to a range of 
different levels and abilities. The Unit is particularly proud of bringing Leicestershire's 
past within the range of blind and partially sighted people and during the year has run 
two sessions of classes on aspects of Leicestershire archaeology for this group as well as 
co-ordinating another session during the summer and contributing to making other 
displays at Snibston and the Museum and Art Gallery more accessible for disabled 
groups generally. 

After such a successful year it is particularly sad to have to report that this is the last 
Annual report of the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit. At the budget meeting on 
15th February 1995 the County Council decided to disengage from developer funded 
activities and as a result to disband the Unit. At the time of writing attempts are being 
made to set up a fully self-funded archaeological operation under the wing of another 
organisation to undertake developer-funded work, while the Archaeology Section 
within the Museum has been expanded by two posts in an attempt to cover all the 
other activities hitherto undertaken by the Unit. It remains to be seen how successful 
this solution will prove. Nevertheless the loss of the LAU which has been built up 
slowly and painfully over the last 30 years and which was successfully providing such 
an extensive range of services in addition to its developer-funded work will not easily 
or quickly be replaced. 

Thanks are due to all those members of the Unit, both permanent and contract staff, 
who have served the archaeology and the people of Leicestershire well and faithfully for 
so long. Both they and the service they have provided deserved a better fate. 

Jean E. Mellor Senior Field Archaeologist 
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Report of the Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team for 1994 

The Survey Team, part of the Archaeology Section of the Leicestershire Museums, 
Arts and Records Service, collectively fulfills the function of a County Archaeologist. It 
curate.s the Sites and Monuments Record, the main archive of archaeological 
information about Leicestershire. It is the archaeological adviser to planning 
departments in both County and District Councils and, more generally, provides 
advice on archaeological site interpretation. Finally it organises events, lectures, 
displays and publications to help the public appreciate the County's archaeology. 

In 1994 fieldwork projects were completed at Stoughton, Ashby Woulds, · Me a sham, 
Hamilton Northern Housing Area, Seagrave Crossroads, Ashby Bypass and Grace 
Dieu. The Grace Dieu project was a 'Survey Grant for Presentation' funded by 
English Heritage, to give background information for a major scheme at Grace Dieu 
Priory that would include the consolidation of the ruined buildings, and opening them 
to the public with interpretation. 

Negotiations with English Heritage proved successful and agreement was reached to 
appoint a second planning archaeologist (subject to County finance being found) and 
they should be in post in mid-1995, which will allow a more pro-active approach to 
planning to be taken. 

The Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Fieldwork Group - the flagship of the 
Community Archaeology Scheme - was re-launched in summer 1994. Modest 
subscriptions were levied and a committee elected. A 'New Members Booklet' was 
produced and a very well attended Training Course held. The autumn saw a very swift 
increase in local Fieldwork Groups around the County. New groups were started at 
Hinckley, Barrow upon Soar, North West Leicestershire, Scraptoft, Oadby & Wigston 
and Queniborough, with several other possibilities. This is the best year for expansion 
at a local level for very many years. Membership at the year's end was 220. 

Work has also begun on preparation for a 'Leicestershire Archaeological Network' 
which would aim to involve Parish Councils in the protection of the archaeology of 
their own areas. A pilot project will be launched in summer/autumn 1995. 

The events programme has continued to be most successful with 2,760 attending 
Medieval Mayhem on 30th May and 2,863 attending Bringing The Past To Life on 
20th August. Sam Middleton, who was in large part responsible for the success of the 
events programme as well as being involved in all aspects of the Team's work, left 
Leicestershire for a new post with Durham County Council. 

A final decision on a new Sites and Monuments Record computer package has yet 
to be made. The first steps have been made in assessing the feasibility of an Urban 
Archaeological Database for Leicester. 

Peter Liddle Archaeological Survey Officer 


